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Dear Presidents, Secretaries and Officers, 

 
Photographic Calendar 2020.  Photo entries have now reached 45 and will be a splendid item for any 
household’s wall. They also make an excellent $10 gift to send offshore. The quality of many of the 
entries which showcase unique scenery within each Club’s district, are outstanding. Just a reminder 
that the closing date for photo entries is 15 September. The Rebus Board meets on 21 September for 
judging and results will be announced shortly after. For those Clubs which are willing to assist with the 
sale of calendars to their members, we hope by now, you will have selected an energetic person to 
liaise with Rebus NZ, when Orders Forms are sent out with the August Chronicles. Remember, this 
project will assist in keeping affiliation levies as low as possible. 
 
Does your Club need to plan a new membership campaign? At the 2019 AGM and in the June issue 
of Chronicles, we discussed what has become an issue for some of our Affiliates. For others who have 
waiting lists, no need to read on. This is not for you! 
 
As you know, the Rebus philosophy is that Clubs are autonomous. It is our primary role to act as a 
Service Centre - not an over-arching authority. However, it is clear from some of the comments we  
received at - and subsequent to - the AGM, that suggestions and any supporting assistance we can 
provide to enhance membership growth and retention, are welcomed. 
 
In the past 15 years of my involvement with the Probus/Rebus movement, it is clear that each and 
every Club is unique as to its location, membership composition and the style it adopts in the running 
of its Club. There’s no “one size fits all”. 
 
This is illustrated by factors such as the standard of dress members adopt for meetings, and whether 
a formal or informal meeting format is chosen. Those recently retired from a business environment 
may have a different view from others. We know of some Clubs which traditionally sing the National 
Anthem at the commencement of their meeting. Some have the committee sitting at a top table 
alongside their President, whilst others have committee members scattered within the audience. The 
use of regalia also varies.  
 
We believe this is not a case of which is right or wrong – that’s for each Club to decide. 
 
However, as previously emphasized, Rebus believes that the best opportunity for membership growth 
flows from existing members introducing friends and neighbours. What will motivate them to do this? 
It is surely the expectation that the visitor will enjoy the experience and be willing to explore a 
prospective membership. If there is any uncertainty about this, then it doesn’t work. 
 
You may wish to look back over the last few months and see how many visitors were introduced by 
existing members – and more importantly, how many went on to become members? If there were 
few visitors and a stagnant membership, you may wish to undertake a critical analysis of the reasons 
and what can be done to turn this around. 
 
Rebus would be happy to discuss this with any Club – “one on one”-  if it is felt we could assist. 
 



 
 
Windscreen Stickers. Orders continue to roll in – the latest from a Club who ordered 100 and plan to 
hand them to their members free of charge. The item is now on our Regalia Order Form obtainable 
from our website – or use the order form attached to the May and June issues of the Chronicles. 
 
Annual General Meeting 2020. As previously mentioned, Taupo Moana Rebus Club has volunteered 
to host this event. The date has been confirmed as Saturday 2 May. 
 
When delegates at the 2019 AGM were asked to indicate their interest in seeing the event extended 
beyond just the meeting itself to include some social activities, they gave a very supportive show of 
hands. 
 
We are now liaising with Taupo in the design of a weekend registration for those not within easy 
travelling distance which could include Friday and Saturday nights’ accommodation, a Saturday night 
dinner and optional local tour activities on the Saturday and Sunday mornings. Attendance at the AGM 
itself will of course remain free of charge. 
 
So, pending more details and pricing, please put this date in your diary for 2020. 
 
Our two monthly publications: 
 
 
Rebus Chronicles.  Designed primarily for the information of Club Officers including Newsletter Editors. 
                                 We understand that some Clubs distribute it to their entire membership – that is of  
                                 course your choice. However, if kept within committee, you may consider that  
                                 some editions contain items which are likely to be of interest to the wider  
                                 membership and worthy of inclusion in your regular Newsletters. 
 
Rebus Club New.   We know this monthly item, which encompasses contributions from many of our  
                                  Clubs, is widely distributed to the membership – either by email or copies uplifted 
                                  at Club Days. It can provide useful ideas for creation of new Interest Groups,  
                                  membership promotion activities, speakers and trips in your area. Photos of special  
                                  occasions are especially welcomed. If your Club has yet to offer an item for  
                                   publication in Club News, may we commend it to you. 
 
 
 
Warm regards, 
 
 
 
 

Graeme McIntosh  (Chairman) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 


