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Dear Presidents, Secretaries and Officers, 

Formation of the Rebus Club of Gulf Harbour. We are delighted to inform you that earlier today, the 25th 
September, a meeting held at the Gulf Harbour Yacht Club unanimously voted to form this new Club. The 
Steering Committee have been working on this project for two months and the following have now been 
elected as an “Interim Committee” until the AGM to be held in March 2020: 
Peter Odendaal, President, Judi Lee, Secretary, Graeme McIntosh, Treasurer with John Lee, George 
Tregidga and Jean McIntosh as committee members. 

                        The Steering Committee 
 
The meeting was particularly well attended with several membership applications received from Gulf 
Harbour residents and others from partners of members of the Men’s Rebus Club of Hibiscus Coast. The 
venue for future Club Days will be at the Gulf Harbour Yacht Club, on the second Wednesday of the month, 
the first being the 9th October at 9.30am.   
 
Very generous donations from well-wishers has ensured that the Club will be in good financial health from 
day one! At a Board meeting of Rebus NZ held on the 22 September, an additional donation of $200 
towards the costs of obtaining a Lectern, Bell and President’s Chain of Office was approved. (A similar sum 
will be available to any other new club formation). 
 
Details of the members of the Interim Committee  - some of whom will be known to you from their 
positions on the Board of Rebus NZ Inc, can be found on the new Club’s website. Please view by clicking 
on this link  https://hbcp44.wixsite.com/rebus-gulf-harbour 
 
It is intended that in the near future, the link will change from the cumbersome developmental site URL 
above, to www.rebus-gulfharbour.nz. 
 
As mentioned in the August Chronicles, we invite our affiliated Clubs to keep an eye open to the possibility 
of finding an area nearby which might support another Rebus club. 
 
Photographic Calendar 2020.  Judging took place on the 22 September and the Clubs which submitted 
winning entries have been advised.  A meeting with our Printers has subsequently been held and we now 
have proofs awaiting sign off. As previously advised, Clubs will receive their orders on or before the first 
week of November which will allow plenty of time for distribution to members and posting overseas.  
 

https://hbcp44.wixsite.com/rebus-gulf-harbour
http://www.rebus-gulfharbour.nz/


 
The selection process was quite a challenge in view of the wide range of entries received. Of the 70 plus 
submitted, only 24 can be used – 12 of the finalists for the months of the year and a further 12 runners-
up for the back page. We hope that any member whose entry was unsuccessful will not be too 
disappointed and try again next year. A sample page for August 2020 is attached 
 
In the last issue of the Chronicles we asked if you would select an energetic member to promote Calendar 
sales and to become the liaison person with Rebus NZ and to promote the project in your Newsletters. We 
thank those who have done this.  
 
Calendar Orders. An order form has previously been forwarded and for those Clubs yet to send in theirs, 
please accept the reminder that the form should be returned by the 30 September. There may be some 
flexibility with our printer’s deadline so any additional requirement sent soon after the 30th September 
may possibly be included in the final total we print. Please remember that in addition to your own use, 
they will make excellent Christmas gifts. Profits from the project will assist in keeping affiliation fees as 
low as possible. 
 
 AGM 2020.  As earlier advised, this will be held in Taupo on Saturday 2nd May 2020. 
Taupo Moana Rebus Club intend to have some optional activities planned for delegates before and after 
the conference. For anyone attending this conference and requiring accommodation, a special 
concessional rate of $120 per night for a 1 bedroom unit, has been arranged with The Chevron Motel, 102 
Tamamutu St for the nights of Friday and Saturday 1st and 2nd May. (Close to the Conference venue) 

To obtain this special rate you must phone the motel direct on 0800 243876 – advise you are booking for 
the Rebus Conference and also advise whether you need a 1 or 2 bedroom unit. 

Please put 1-3 May 2020 in your diary. Registration/program details will follow at a later date. It will 
probably include a “mix and mingle’ on the Friday night. 
 
A cautionary tale. One of our Clubs reports a most disturbing experience. They had pre-booked a trip to 
an event in the Waikato through a promotional intermediary and were required to pay “up-front”. This 
involved a sum of $432. As well, they pre-paid the Coach trip in advance of the event. 
 
It subsequently transpires that the trip was cancelled and the Promoter has gone into voluntary 
liquidation. It is unlikely they will see any of their money returned. (The Coachline however did make a 
refund).  
 
Rebus suggests that special care should be taken when asked to make payments in advance. We all know 
stories about vanishing roof painters and other similar scams which seem so prevalent these days. Some 
pre-payments may be unavoidable – just be alert if you don’t know the party concerned. 
 
A little bit of Housekeeping. Being ever aware of the Rebus philosophy of self-governing Clubs and not 
subject to any pressures from “Head Office”’ we are somewhat hesitant in doing anything which may seem 
a departure from this rule. However: 

a) Some may feel that the emphasis on participation in the Calendar project is coming a little too close 
to the boundaries. If so, we simply wish to draw attention to what many see as a more preferable 
option than to impose affiliation fee increases. We hope that if any Club has concerns, it will raise 
them with us. The more Clubs participating, the greater the resulting surplus. This benefits all in 

the form of a low affiliation fee. 

b) It is clear from the number of inquiries we receive, that our monthly Chronicles publication is not 
being distributed to all committee members.  Some Newsletter editors seem to miss out as they 
may not be on the list of email contacts we have been given for each Club. Our database has the 
capacity to include several Club Officers’ email addresses and we will ensure that the Affiliation 
renewal form for 2020/21 provides such an additional option. In the meantime, please let us have 
any extra addresses you would like us to add – especially Newsletter Editors.  



 
 

c) Finally, a request. When writing to us, please include the name of your Club in the subject line – or 
at least when closing off. It will save our Team at Admin a lot of hunting so we can add a Club name 
to the email and file accordingly. 

 
There now…….… got that off my chest! 
 
 
Warm regards, 
 
 
 
 

Graeme McIntosh  (Chairman) 


